The origin of tooth cusps--a hypothesis.
An embryological concept is offered to explain the formation of tooth cusps. The epithelium is considered to play the active part in morphogenesis. The folding of the inner sheath of the enamel organ must be seen to be the origin of tooth cusps. This folding can be considered to be a consequence of the ability to span only a certain area without folding. The regularity of the folding--and thus the regularity of the molar occlusal pattern--might be a result of the unique material properties of the inner enamel epithelium.